
Roman invasions of Britain 
 
In 55BC, (55 years before Jesus was born) Caesar’s army invaded Britain for 
the first time.  
 
The next summer ( 54 BC) Caesar came to Britain again. This time the 
Romans crossed the River Thames. After more fighting, the British tribes 
promised to pay tribute to Rome and were then left in peace for nearly a 
century. 
 
A century later, In 43 AD, the Roman emperor Cladius began the conquest 
of Britain by landing on the southeast coast and gradually laying siege to 
more and more hillforts where the Britons (people who belonged to 
different Celtic tribes) lived.  
 
The Romans advanced into Wales and Scotland under the command of a 
governor called Agricola, but withdrew from Scotland after his death in 84 
AD.  
 
In 122 AD the Roman emperor Hadrian decided to build a frontier wall to 
keep the northern tribes from attacking and protect Roman Britain. 
Hadrian's Wall was the largest structure in the Roman empire and 
stretched for 75 miles (120km) across the north of England, between the 
rivers Tyne and Solway. 
 
The Wall marked the official border between the Roman empire and the 
tribes who lived in Caledonia (Scotland). Parts of it can still be seen today. 



Boudicca (also known as Boadicea) was a Celtic queen who is 
famous for rising up against the Roman occupation in AD60.  
 
Boudicca and her husband, Prasutagus were joint rulers of the 
British Iceni tribe, who lived in a region of Britain now known as 
East Anglia. 
 
After the Romans settled in Britain, Prasutagus made an 
agreement with them: he would remain ruler of the Icenis, but 
on his death the Romans would inherit half of his realm. 
Prasutagus hoped that this arrangement would keep his family 
and tribe safe. 
 
However, upon his death, the Romans turned on the Icenis, 
stealing their lands and goods and turning them into slaves.  
Boudicca and her daughters were whipped.  

In about AD60, the Roman governor was sent to lead an army in  
North Wales. Boudicca seized her chance to organise an uprising against the Romans.  Fighting at the 
head of her army, they destroyed the Roman capital of Colchester and defeated the Roman IX legion. 
 
When the Roman governor heard the news, he rushed back to Londinium (London), guessing that this 
would be Boudicca's next target.  There was a huge battle and Boudicca's army destroyed both Londinium 
and Verulamium (St Albans). 
 
The Roman army regrouped and Boudicca was eventually defeated at the Battle of Watling Street.  
 
 
 



The Colosseum in Rome was built between 72 A.D and 80 A.D. 
 
The Colosseum is the largest amphitheatre (meaning “theatre in the 
round”) in the world. This ancient sporting arena could easily fit a 
modern day football pitch inside. 
 
The Colosseum had 80 entrances and could seat 
approximately 50,000 spectators who would come to watch 
sporting events and games. These events included gladiatorial 
combats, wild animal hunts, executions of prisoners and sometimes 
it was even filled with water to fight sea battles. 
 
At the Colosseum’s major events – often those organised and paid 
for by the emperors themselves – there was no entry fee. And free 
food was sometimes served, too. Emperors would use this as a way 
to gain popularity and support from the public. 
 
The events at the Colosseum were seriously brutal, though – during 
certain games held by the emperors around 10,000 animals were 
killed in a single day. 
 
It is now a ruin because of earthquakes. It is one of Rome's most 
popular tourist attractions. On Good Fridays, the Pope leads a torch 
lit "Way of the Cross" procession around the various levels of the 
amphitheatre. 
 
The Colosseum appears on the Euro five cent coin. 


