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c h r i s t  t h e s av i o u r s c h o o l



O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny

From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times did’st give the Law,

In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

C A RO L : O  C o m e , O  C o m e  E m m a n u e l



P R AY E R
The Priest invites the congregation to join in prayer.

 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.
May the Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
Amen

The Congregation shall sit.

F I R S T  R E A D I N G
Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness
    on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;



    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

C t S  C H O I R  a n t h e m

S E C O N D  R E A D I N G
Luke 1:26–38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven  
who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,  

and his cradle was a stall, 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,

lived on earth our Saviour holy.  

And our eyes at last shall see him 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that Child so dear and gentle, 

is our Lord in heaven above: 
And he leads his children on,  

to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by,

We shall see him: but in heaven 
set at God’s right hand on high,

Where like stars his children crowned, 
all in white shall wait around.

Mrs C.F. Alexander (1818–95)
Tune: Irby

Solo

All

C A RO L : O n c e  i n  R o y a l  D av i d ’s  C i t y 

Choir



T H I R D  R E A D I N G
Luke 2: 1–7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

C A RO L : Aw ay  I n  A  M a n g e r 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes

I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
And stay by my side until morning is nigh

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me I pray

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Anonymous
Philadelphia 1883



F O U RT H  R E A D I N G
Luke 2: 8–16

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger.

C A RO L : T h e  F i r s t  N o e l 

The First Noel the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

And by the light of that same star
Three Wise men came from country far
To seek for a King was their intent
And to follow the star wherever it went
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!



This star drew nigh to the northwest
O’er Bethlehem it took it’s rest
And there it did both Pause and stay
Right o’er the place where Jesus lay
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought
And with his blood mankind hath bought
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

F I F T H  R E A D I N G
Matthew 2:1–11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.



C t S  C H O I R  a n t h e m

All kneel or sit

Priest : The Lord be with you
All: And with thy spirit
Priest: Let us pray

T H E  C O L L E C T

Almighty God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth thy only son 
Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, so we may with sure 
confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

T H E  B L E S S I N G

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always
Amen



C A RO L : O  C o m e  A l l  Ye  F a i t h f u l

O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of Angels;

O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

God of God, 
Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created,

See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps.

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation!
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above,
‘Glory to God in the highest!’

Adeste, fideles (Latin, 18th Century)
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