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Listen to the hymn and sing along if you would like to.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnFxY3E5YKA


Do you remember where this hymn 
comes from? What do we call this 

sort of worship song?



The song ’Kum ba ya’ was 
first sung over a 

hundred years ago in the 
south of the U.S.A - it is 
a folk song with roots in 

African culture. This 
type of song is called an 

African American 
spiritual.



‘Kum ba ya’ means “Come 
by here”

In each verse the song 
writer mentions a different 
situation where they would 
like God to be near them.

Can you list the different 
situations?



Someone’s laughing lord, Kum ba 
yah

Someone’s crying lord, Kum ba 
yah

Someone’s praying lord, Kum ba 
yah

Someone’s singing lord, Kum ba 
yah



Reflection:
We can talk to God and ask him to be with us in all 
situations, when we are happy, when we are sad, or 
when we are in between!

Prayer:
Thank God can be near to us wherever we are, 
whatever we are doing and whatever we are feeling.


