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Listen to the hymn ‘Steal Away to Jesus’ and sing along 
if you would like to. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjofRU36Hb0


Do you remember the 
different reasons why 
the hymn ‘Steal away 
to Jesus’ may have 

been written?



Some people think the words of the 
hymn were written just as a worship 
song to encourage people to spend 

time quietly and secretly with Jesus. 

Some people think the words of the 
hymn are a hidden message to the 
slaves who sung them and that the 

words ‘Steal Away’ were a secret way 
of encouraging the slaves to run away 

to find freedom.



 What sorts of 
weather do verses 1 
and 3 of the hymn 

mention?



Verse 1 
My Lord, He calls me. 

He calls me by the thunder.

Verse 3
My Lord, he calls me,

He calls me by the lightning. 

Slaves often used to try and run away during a 
thunder storm, so the rain would wash away their 
tracks and the thunder cover the noise they made 

as they escaped.
Some people think that is why the words above are 

in verses 1 and 3! What do you think?



Reflection:
We now live in a country where slavery is illegal and 
everyone can be free. Think about all the choices 
and freedoms you have that you can be thankful for.
Prayer:
Thank God that we live in a free country. Pray that 
our country and our school would be a place or 
justice, fairness and equal opportunities for all. 


